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We’re Watching You..But You Don’t Know Us 


Its funny, that as one gets older, one sees life differently and all my contemporaries say the same thing. True, we 
don’t all agree on what the future holds for the next generations but we all seem to agree that progress is a 
downward path. Call us cynics, silver-haired old fools (or in my case, a bald-headed old fool) or other derogatory 
phrases but we have the experience of life and possibly that brings with it some sort of perspective from where 
one can sit back and winge, contemplate, and pass judgement (for what it’s worth) without any hidden agenda. 
That is the difference. Progress, as it is laughingly called, comes at a price and the hidden agenda cleverly clouds 
this so, instead of questioning it, one welcomes it with open arms and envelopes it wholeheartedly, calling 
‘disbelievers’ names like technophobes, luddites etc.. Don’t misunderstand me.....l’m not against change, just 
the total embracing of change for change’s sake. 


| will try to elaborate and see if at the end you will agree with me. Maybe not.....that is the chance | will take. 
There is a possibility, however, that when you, dear reader, reach my age, and re-read this, maybe you will have 
changed your viewpoint and maybe you may see a few glimmers of truth here. 


That new ‘must-have’ gadget that is given a friendly name sits unobtrusively in your lounge or kitchen and is 
brought to life by using a catchphrase. It Imparts knowledge and instant answers to those perplexing yet unim- 
portant questions. They are a fun novelty but | question the underlying possibility that this convenience may 
have sinister implications. It is constantly storing information about you, slowly building up a personal profile, 
and we freely allow hidden companies to make use of this information. The product is sold to us as making life 
easier by knowing our personal likes and dislikes and tailoring our entertainment to us personally. True...but also 
very worrying. Knowledge is power and knowledge of the population gives great power to whoever holds it. 
Now we are freely giving all this very personal information to unseen and largely unknown entities. We think, 
naively, that it is unimportant information. However, one’s profile is important. It is a very valuable, very salea- 
ble commodity. Sold on to companies it will be used to market products to specific audiences who already are 
known to favour certain product types. This is a marketing man’s dream scenario. No wasted fringe areas where 
their advertising falls on deaf ears. 


Enlarge this spectrum into the political sohere and it becomes even more worrying. Hidden eyes and ears are 
able to listen to all our supposedly private discussions and movements and we give free access to all this valua- 
ble information. How often have | heard people saying” if | am not doing anything wrong, | don’t care what peo- 
ple see or hear about me.” 


Wrong - totally wrong. One should care. One’s private speech, private movements, private thoughts are just 
that...’ private’. 


It is our total right not to have anyone knowing what they are. Not because they are inconsequential but be- 
cause they are ours. 


This is linked into covert surveillance. 


| hate knowing | am watched constantly. In department stores | make a big show of putting my selected purchas- 
es into baskets so that it is obvious | am not going to make a run with them. Likewise going through the green 
channel at airports and finding myself in a vast empty area | know | am being watched and the watchers are 
trained to read suspicious body language. | am uncomfortable and probably display this ‘suspicious body lan- 
guage’ because | am on edge. | think possibly a note is put on my e-passport profile.......watch this guy”. OK 
maybe | am being facetious here but within these words lie a real truth 
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Peter and Maryanne to 
Henley Royal Regatta 


We enjoyed a great lunch in 
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A delightful cartoon of an earli- 
er Henley picnic 
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Gareth Southgate has Tube station 

renamed after him as England return 
from Russia 


What a great happy photo... 
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Sometimes the tube advertising really knows 


St 


~~ 


Photo History how to pinpoint their target audience 
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Almut and Ali stayed with us for a weekend 
in July and we went for a great pub lunch and 
country walk in Standon on the way back 
from Stansted Airport 
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The Bagel Bakery was packed as al- 
ways with the usual brusque staff 
but the bagels are fantastic as these \\ 
pictures amply demonstrate 
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Almut eager to show she 
could also do the hand- 
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Fun shot around Brick Lane 
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THE ARTICHOKE MENU 


Potate de mmemary focaceta 
whippesl Initier with someret cider vinepar 


charred octopus 
pickled peppers, oyster leaf, cream cheese stuffed padron peppers 


The Artichoke at oe poppe oe, 
Old Amersham cage alae 


madgetts farm duck breast 
confit bacon, garden peas, gem lettuce, black garlic dressing, duck sauce 


where each dish 


bouillabaisse of mative fish 
saffron potato, fennel, isle of wight cherry tomato, 
rouille, croutons, gruyére cheese 


is a picture rump of juraasic coast rose veal 
broad beans, violet artichoke, orzo, almonds and berks well cheese 
macerated english blucberries 
white chocolate mousse, digestive biscuits crumb, geranium flowers, lime 


kent maras de bois strawberries 
milk chocolate, lavender meringue, wild strawberry créme pitissicre, 
buttermilk sherbet strawberry soup 


sussex feta medita 
baked apricot, apricot sorbet, puffed mustard sceds, nasturtium 


trio of british cheeses with accompanying condiments and crackers 
(as an additional course £12.50 as a dessert £5.50 supplement) 


£50.00 three courses: 


Nature has its own art show 
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Walking in Standon with the 
Gentlemen’s Walking Group 
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Lunch party at home with 
Neil, Peter, Maryanne in 
July 2018 
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Norma and Marion 
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July 2018. As always, we enjoy the Summer Exhibition at 
the RA but this year | personally found much more to 
enjoy and unashamedly include many of these works. 
Sometimes, people enjoying them also make great shots 
and the rolls of yarn below contrasted with the person’s 
bun really tickled me... 
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It’s behind 
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The Summer Exhibition 
invitation did say “come as 
you are” 


A novel take on the traditional 
bear skin rug 
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Wonderful cheek 
structure 


.. just a few of the many really different and exciting 


art works on display this year...”boring they aint” 
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Chinese Girl is a 1952 painting by Vladimir 
Tretchikoff. Mass-produced prints of the work and 
is best known for the unusual skin tone used for 
her face—a blue-green colour, which gives the 
painting its popular name The Green Lady. 


These great send-ups 
ag attracted a lot of interest 
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In August 2018, Martin and Maxine came here for a weekend 
and, as usual, we laughed and had a great time together 


A wonderful 
display of edible 
mushrooms at 
Borough Market 


| love this contrast of the rusty pipes on 
the barge against the modern backdrop 
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True British eccentricity...yes, it’s posed but it’s still terrific 
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The Tate Modern was packed 
but this adventurous family 
decided to enjoy a picnic in 
the totally empty turbine hall 
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Kids and bubbles 
are an unbeatable 
combination 
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Walter is the proud possessor of an original Mayan 
Mesoamerican 4000 year-old ping pong bat 


Martin’s relaxed pose at breakfast in the 
garden may be due to his being on pot 


A wonderful building in 
Black Prince Road, Lambeth 
near Lambeth Palace 
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This book, from Lynn’s childhood was a firm 


favourite of hers and when we heard that there 
was a small exhibition of the work of the late 
Cicely Mary Barket at the gallery/church next to 
Lambert Palace we went and loved her very 
charming and perceptive work 


| did get a few questioning looks from 
friends when they heard | was going 
to an exhibition of Flower Fairies 


FOREWORD 


I believe that many children would be glad to 
know how much of this book, and of the others in 
the Flower Fairy series, is true, and how much 
“pretend”. So, let me say quite plainly, that I 

vec have drawn all the plants and flowers very care- 
=. fully, from real ones; and everything that I have 
said about them is as true as I could make it. But 
I have never seen a fairy; the fairies and all 
about them are just “ pretend”. (It is nice to 
pretend about fairies.) 

Now, I think, children will be able to tell the 
true parts from the pretend parts in these books. 

I have gleaned from many sources my infor- 
mation about the flowers, their country names, and 
so on; but am especially indebted to the beautiful 
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series of books “ Wild Flowers as they Grow 5 
anys. by G. Clarke Nuttall (Cassell); and am grateful 
\ LF, also for the help I have been given at Kew 
Gardens, 
5 C. M. B. 
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Wee ~The Tate Modern ‘Shape Of Light’ Exhibition that we saw in August 2018 great- 
hoto History : ly inspired me and | (immodestly) thought some of my work could have been 


entered here. We did not expect it to be very interesting but we were very 
pleasantly surprised and it was difficult to select images for insertion here. | 


~— have (again, immodestly) inserted some of my images in between and marked 
el | them with this small motif @® 
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The images that are mine (taken in 
Santiago) are marked with @ 
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